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Risk Assessment

	EVENT/ACTIVITY: Big Green Week Eco Market 

ORGANISATION: Garden Organic 
                         CUMBRIA MASTER COMPOSTERS
	ASSESSMENT DATE: 13/09/2021
COMPLETED BY:     Frankie Kennett
REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY:
NAME:        Rachel Phillips-Street            DATE:  14 September 2021


	ACTIVITIES: Covering composting activities and demonstration, food waste activities and demonstration, recycling activities and advice
	VISITING  GROUP :      Public, volunteers, staff


	Hazards (Risk)
List significant hazards that may harm or affect people in the party.
	Risk Level
Indicate the level of risk involved 
	Who might be harmed?
People who are at risk from the hazards identified.
	Is the risk adequately controlled? What further actions are needed to control the risk?
List existing controls or note where information may be found (e.g. information, instruction training, systems or procedures) Detail actions, which need to be taken.
	Level of Risk
(with control measures in place)

	Covid regulations & risk of contracting  Covid-19 
	Medium
	All
	· Follow government guidance including the use of face masks and social distancing.
· Do not attend the event if you are experiencing Covid-19 symptoms, and follow government guide lines.
· Refer to the event organisers Risk Assessment and follow any on-site guidance regarding social distancing, one-way areas and other measures taken to minimise risk.
· Take precautions; limit the handing out of leaflets / printed literature, and avoid using ‘high touch items’ on displays.  Take with you antibacterial hand sanitiser (although this should also be provided by the event organiser along with suitable hand washing facilities).
· If you attend an event and you are uncomfortable with how it is being managed then please contact your volunteer coordinator and leave.
· Sanitise hands regularly and particularly after any contact. 
· Use anti-bacterial wipes to keep the table, chair handles and any display items clean. 
· Master Composters to maintain social distancing between each other as much as possible in addition to the public. 
· It is good practice to conduct a Covid lateral flow test before attending events in order to minimise risk of spreading Covid asymptomatically. 
	Low

	Slips, trips & falls 


	Medium


	All
	· Any trip hazards near MC stall to be identified and removed or referred to the event organiser immediately.
· Walkways kept clear at all times.
· Maintain a clean and tidy work area at all times and rubbish to be disposed of in available bins.
	Low

	Natural materials

e.g. Compost / garden waste 
(Contact dermatitis )


	Medium


	All, but especially Children
	· Members of public not to be given access to touch compost or other display items to reduce risk of spreading Covid infection. 

· Gloves to be used by volunteers when handling compost. 
· Hand sanitizer to be available on the stall for volunteer use and another for public use. 

· Ask about allergies and management plans (if allergic – e.g latex gloves).

· If any sign of irritation occurs, wash area well with soapy water.
	Low

	Natural materials

(respiratory irritation from compost due to allergy or sensitivity)
	Medium
	All
	· Correct behaviour explained. Risk of fungal spores when handling compost. 
· Ask about allergies and management plans (if allergic).

· If any sign of respiratory irritation occurs remove plant material, remove person from area, monitor breathing and observe.
	Low

	Natural materials

(Ingestion of compost)


	Medium


	All, but especially Children
	· Correct behaviour explained. Risk minimised as public not to handle any compost or items on display.
· If ingestion occurs follow First Aid procedure, keeping sample of ingested material to identify at hospital.
· Low risk materials only.
	Low

	Mud/growing medium 

(infection of cuts, ingestion, skin irritation)
	Medium


	All, but especially Children
	· Risk minimised as public not to handle any compost or items on display.

· Ask about allergies and management plans (if allergic).

· Cover cuts or offer alternative play.

· If any sign of irritation occurs wash area well with soapy water.

· Warn about the need to wash hands as soon as task is complete.

· Warn not to eat or put fingers in mouth.
	Low

	Bacterial contamination by compost
	Medium
	All, but especially children
	· Compost only used for demonstration. See controls detailed above.  
· Ensure participants wash their hands following activity.
	

	Hazardous Weather Conditions
	Low
	All
	· In the event of hot weather, bring adequate sun protection and water.

· Take appropriate layers in changeable weather. 

· Ensure gazebo is adequately weighted and pegged down.
	Low

	Fire

	Medium
	All
	· Volunteers to look at on-site risk assessment and identify location of fire extinguishers and evacuation plan. 
· No candles or naked flames within stall.
	Low

	Wind blowing gazebo or equipment
	Medium
	All
	· Gazebo to be held down with weights.
· Leaflet holders used to prevent leaflets blowing away.
· Pop up banners have weighted bases – secure to gazebo as necessary.
	Low

	Tables collapsing / sharp corners on tables
	Medium
	All
	· Tables used in the stalls must be stable, secure and in good condition. 
· Must be set up on a sound and level area and must remain within designated space with no objects causing potential trips.

· Sharp corners on tables to be covered with a cloth or suitable material to protect from injury.
	Low


	Unsafe storage of boxes
	Medium


	All
	· Ensure boxes are safely stored beneath the table and do not constitute a trip hazard or have the potential to fall and cause injury.
	Low

	
	
	
	
	

	Volunteer Health and wellbeing
	Low
	Volunteers
	· Volunteers to take adequate drinks and snacks, appropriate clothing and footwear, (rain jacket etc), sun cream etc.
	Low

	Safeguarding
	Low
	All
	· Volunteers to report any issues of concern regarding members of the public to the event organiser, and follow this up with an email to the project coordinator. In the case of an emergency, contact the appropriate emergency services. 
	Low

	
	
	
	
	

	Travel
	Low
	Volunteers
	· Avoid car sharing where possible due to ongoing Covid risks
	Low


Any other notes

Low Risk (minor damage or slight harm e.g. a scratch)

Medium Risk (may involve significant injury e.g. broken bone which involves hospitalisation)

High Risk (something which may result in extensive damage, multiple or major injuries or death)
Unacceptable risk
1

