Complaints about Council maladministration re. proposal for a gasification waste
plant

David Mudge <ddmudge@googlemail.com> 1 July 2024 at 07:00
To: Andrew.seekings@cumberland.gov.uk

Cc: mark.fryer@cumberland.gov.uk, Clir Bob Kelly <bob.kelly@cumberland.gov.uk>, Tim Pickstone
<Tim.pickstone@cumberland.gov.uk>, Sally Tears <sallytears1@gmail.com>, "henry@sustainablecarlisle.org"
<Henry@sustainablecarlisle.org>

Dear Andrew Seekings,

We are writing to make you aware of what we consider to be maladministration in the Council's handling of the
proposal for a gasification waste plant at North West Recycling (NWR) at Rockcliffe (planning reference 1/23/9005).
As the CEO of Cumberland Council, we wish to give you an opportunity to address our concerns. If we remain
dissatisfied, we intend to complain to the Local Government Ombudsman (LGO).

There has been no substantive response (only acknowledgements) to two formal complaints [1][2] and we are
dissatisfied with the response to a third complaint concerning Cumberland Highways [3]. The Council's response to
this Highways complaint [4] refers to a verbal conversation which, despite repeated emails, the planning officer has
not confirmed (see email dated 23 May 2024 and subsequent responses within [5]). In our opinion, Cumberland
Highways should ensure such important matters arising from a consultation request are put in writing, not left to
unrecorded verbal discussions. Cumberland Highways should also have realised that the discussed 106 agreement
as outlined would not prevent increased HGVs and the planning officer should also have informed Cumberland
Highways of this but has not confirmed they did so (see points 3 and 4 of email dated 23 May 2024 in [5]).

We understand the Council has received a fourth formal complaint about Environmental Health's response to the
noise-related assessment and that, at the time of writing, those matters too are entirely, or largely, unresolved. In
addition, the Council has received over 1,100 objections to the application with many of those objections also
objecting to the Council's secrecy about this application and its processing by a distant Westmorland and Furness
Planning team.

The Council's actions, and inactions, in relation to the Rockcliffe proposal, such as the Council's procrastination about
even requiring the applicant to carry out a full Environmental Impact Assessment, are understood by many residents
to show a desire by the Council to approve this proposal without proper consideration of the harms that the plant
would cause.

The Council's handling of this waste planning application is within a context of Council waste planning errors and
failings over many years. In 2021, an independent review found multiple errors and failings in Cumbria County
Council's handling of the Kingmoor incinerator planning process. Those errors have not been corrected. The
residents who uncovered the errors and failings in relation to the Kingmoor planning process were excluded from the
Council's "lessons learnt" process into those failings. The "lessons learnt" process appears to have been abandoned
before it was completed. The planning team processing the Rockcliffe incinerator is essentially a continuation of the
Cumbria County Council planning team and now there is growing evidence that the Council's planning and permitting
processes for the Rockcliffe incinerator is also flawed.

We hope the Council will satisfactorily address our concerns without delay. If the Council does not, we intend to pass
these matters to the LGO and we expect further issues will follow. The Council should be in no doubt about residents'
determination for justice and to uncover the truth, even if that takes years.

Please acknowledge your receipt of this email and its attachments.
Yours sincerely,

David Mudge
On behalf of Sustainable Carlisle, Rockcliffe and District Action Group and CRAIN

[1] "Formal Complaint About Environmental Health / Regulatory Services Re. Proposed Rockcliffe Gasification Waste
Incinerator" submitted on 22 May 2024, complaint reference CCC-155780-2024.

[2] "Formal Complaint About Cumberland Council Response to Concerns Addressed to the Executive Member with
Planning and Climate Responsibilities" submitted on 3 June 2024, complaint reference CCC-156426-2024.

[3] "Formal Complaint About Cumberland Highways Consultation Responses Re. Planning Application 1/23/9005"
submitted 30 April 2024, complaint reference CCC-154235-2024.

[4] Cumberland Council response re. CCC-154235-2024.



[5] Correspondence with Planning Officer re. Discussion between Planning and Highways

5 attachments

Formal Complaint About Environmental Health - Regulatory Services Re. Proposed Rockcliffe
Gasification Waste Incinerator.pdf
523K

Formal Complaint About Cumberland Council Response to Concerns Addressed to Executive
ﬂ Member.pdf
1232K

ﬂ Formal Complaint About Cumberland Highways.pdf
306K

@ Corporate complaint letter CCC-154235-2024.docx
665K

ﬂ Correspondence with Planning Officer re. Discussion between Planning and Highways.pdf
397K



