
2024-07-03 response [[CCC-155780-2024]]

David Mudge <ddmudge@googlemail.com> 17 September 2024 at 12:00
To: complaints cumberland <complaints@cumberland.gov.uk>, "mail@cumberland-contactus.oncreate.app"
<mail@cumberland-contactus.oncreate.app>, graeme.wilson@cumberland.gov.uk
Cc: Sally Tears <sallytears1@gmail.com>, "henry@sustainablecarlisle.org" <Henry@sustainablecarlisle.org>

Dear Complaints Team,

The complaint does not adequately address our concerns raised (see attached analysis).  Graeme Wilson was sent
our analysis in an email attachment on 6 August 2024.

Since then, we have seen Environmental Health issuing providing, on the Carlisle City Council website, a Schedule 5
request for more information regarding the permit application for the Rockcliffe gasification incinerator.  This raises
serious concerns:

1. "Publishing" information on a website for a Council that no longer exists, with not even a link from the
Cumberland Council website, is not keeping residents adequately informed.  Even this webpage appears not
to be correct, because the webpage shows a table where "Supplementary updates made or requested to
date" is "No" for this application.

2. Environmental Health appears to be pushing ahead with its assessment of the permit application before it
has carried out a valid consultation on the permit application.

3. Environmental Health received public comments in response to the inadequate consultation on the permit
application.  The Schedule 5 request is unlikely to address those concerns.

Unfortunately, this is consistent with the concerns raised in the Formal complaint: Environmental Health considers
itself unable to give regard to residents' concerns (allegedly due to budget, resources, and a concern that even
listening to residents would somehow compromise the independence of Environmental Health); Environmental Health
does not consider itself obliged to carry out a meaningful consultation on the permit application (previously saying
"The future permitting process in itself is not for wider public consultation"); and Environmental Health has anyway
prejudged the outcome of its permitting assessment (saying that it "will" issue a draft permit).

Has the Council's complaints process completed or should we expect a further response from the Council to our
complaint?

David Mudge
On behalf of Sustainable Carlisle, Rockcliffe and District Action Group and CRAIN
[Quoted text hidden]
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